Christ Church College Kanpur
Department of Political Science
The Constitution Day Lecture
(9™ November 2023)
Venue: Sarvepalli ‘Radhakrishnan College Auditorium

The Department of Political Science, Christ Church College Kanpur, organized a
special lecture on “Indian Constitution: Expectations vis-a-vis Practices” as a prelude to
India’s Constitution Day on 26" November.

The program started with welcoming the guests and setting the tone of the lecture
by the convener, Vibha Dikshit. The Chief guest, Prof. Joseph Daniel, Principal and
secretary of Christ Church College, shared insightful observations about the role and
relevance of the constitution to leading a life with dignity. He emphasized the
struggles and contributions of the lawmakers in upholding the value and sanctity of
the Indian constitution. He formally welcomed the guest speaker and stressed the
need for such enlightening lectures for students. Such talks instil awareness and
interest in the young minds to nurture respect and dedication for their nation.

The key guest speaker, Prof. AB Jaiswal of the Law Department of VSSD College,
delivered an illuminating lecture from a lawmakers’ perspective. He informed about
the uniqueness, dynamism, and adaptability of the Indian constitution for the last
75 years. He went into dept in explaining the complicated legal considerations and
the function of law in bridging the gap between constitutional aspirations and real-
world realities.

Prof. Ashutosh Saxena, the head of Political Science, chaired the session and
expressed that the constitution is not simply a codebook to run the government but
needs proper interpretation, adoption, adaptation, and execution by all the four
pillars of democracy. The need is to adopt the core philosophical values in the
functioning and decision-making of any constitutional government. He invited
everyone to actively participate in debates and explore solutions that reconcile our
constitutional objectives with real-world experiences.

The coordinator, Prof. Vibha Dikshit asked everyone to commit to understanding the
role of the constitution in bridging the gap between constitutional aspirations and
actual reality. The event aimed to stimulate intellectual curiosity and foster a greater
understanding of the Indian legal and political landscape. The event was well
attended by the students of all other disciplines besides the students of Political
Science Department. The faculty from other disciplines too attended this lecture and
participated in good number.

The organizing team comprised Hina Azmat, Archana Verma, Sakshi, Ishita, Vivek
and Amit. The college faculty and students interacted with the resource persons with
great interest, and the event was a huge success.
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